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missing Ministers, the royal function is merely formal
and not actively efficient; and, secondly, in providing
Sir Robert Peel with an opportunity for promulgating
a manifesto which marked a new stage in the history
of Toryism.
Peel belonged to a rather lower grade of the middle
class than that from which Addington—the first bour-
geois Premier—had sprung. His grandfather had been
a yeoman-farmer; his father was a cotton-spinner. His
father, however, had made money, had entered Par-
liament, had won a baronetcy by devotion to Pitt, and
had dedicated his eldest son—born 1788—to politics.
The son had had a distinguished career at Harrow and
at Oxford, had become a Member of Parliament in
1809, had attained to minor office in 1810, and had
actually been appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland in
1812—i.e., at tne age of twenty-four. For six years he
had administered Ireland with a strong and just hand,
although his avowed antagonism to Catholic Emanci-
pation had won him the nickname of " Orange Peel."
On his return to England he had gained distinction
as chairman of the committee that recommended the
restoration of the gold standard of currency in 1815.
Three years later he had succeeded Sidmouth as Home
Secretary, and in that capacity had carried through a
series or reforms that made his Ministry memorable—
in particular, the mitigation of the criminal code and
the institution of a police force for London. As leader
of the House of Commons under Wellington (1828-30)
he had shared with his chief the odium, first, of resist-
ing Catholic Emancipation, and, secondly, of sacrificing
his convictions on the altar of expediency. With Wel-
lington, too, he had, to the end, fought against the
Reform Bills of 1831-32.
Peel, however, was not—like Eldon or Sidmouth—
a mere diehard. He, at any rate, recognised that, when
such measures as those of 1829 and 1832 had been
passed, there could be no going back on them. He also

